Bill Carter and the Presbybop Quartet - Description

Bill Carter and the Presbybop Quartet are the best known musicians playing “sacred jazz” in the United States. Formed in 1993 by pianist Bill Carter, a Presbyterian minister, this consort of New York-based professionals have toured the country extensively in presenting concerts and jazz worship services. They have served as the “house band” for significant clergy conferences, led worship services for the PC(USA) General Assembly, and served as “musical theologians in residence” at Princeton Theological Seminary, the Massachusetts United Church of Christ, and Arkansas conference of the United Methodist Church. In 2012, the ensemble will be featured prominently at the PC(USA) General Assembly in Pittsburgh.

The Presbybop Quartet has recorded eight CDs of original tunes and jazz for the church, including “John According to Jazz” with biblical storyteller Dennis Dewey, and “Welcome Home” with vocalist Warren Cooper. Their latest release “Interior Window” is an exploration of instrumental jazz as contemplative prayer. It was recorded on a single afternoon. 
About the Musicians

Bill Carter is the founder and leader of the Presbybop Quartet. He is a busy freelance pianist, recording artist, and clinician in northeastern Pennsylvania, where he makes his home. Bill has taught jazz piano and jazz history at Marywood University in Scranton, Pennsylvania for the past eleven years. Over the course of his career, he has studied or performed with Phil Woods, Jimmy Knepper, Jim McNeely, Michael Holober, Sherrie Maricle, Dave Brubeck, David Liebman, among many others.
He has been composing and arranging music for thirty years, first studying with Al Hamme of Binghamton University (who later became a founding member of the Presbybop Quartet). A member of BMI, Bill's compositions are highly regarded by his peers, who affirm their tunefulness and creativity. Carter is regarded as a national authority on the use of jazz music in liturgical settings, and a growing number of his compositions are being performed in concert and jazz vespers formats. 

Carter is the editor of Swing a New Song to the Lord: Jazz Resources for Worship (2004), to which he contributed over two dozen compositions and arrangments. This publication includes over fifty submitted compositions by musicians such as Dave Brubeck, Chuck Marohnic, and Deanna Witkowski. It was funded by a grant from the Lilly Endowment through a competitive grant program administered by Calvin College.

A graduate of Binghamton University and Princeton Theological Seminary, Bill has maintained a dual career as a jazz pianist and a Presbyterian minister. He has served for over twenty years as the pastor and head of staff at the First Presbyterian Church of Clarks Summit, PA. The author of seven books and numerous published articles, Rev. Carter is a highly regarded speaker, teacher, and workshop leader. In spring 2012, he will be the featured preacher for Palm Sunday and Easter on "Day One," an international radio ministry formerly known as "The Protestant Hour."
Al Hamme directed the Jazz Music program at Binghamton University (SUNY) for over 30 years before retiring in 1997. A virtuoso performer on saxophones, clarinet, and flute, Al is well-known as a band leader, music educator, and concert artist. He has recorded with Phil Woods, Tom Harrell, Slam Stewart, Bucky Pizzarelli, and has toured with the big bands of Les Elgart, Jimmy Dorsey, and Sammy Kaye. Al has performed with Liza Minelli, Natalie Cole, Clark Terry, Marian McPartland, and Bill Mays. He can be heard on various recordings on National Public Radio with Slam Stewart and Frank Wess. In the 1980's, Al was closely associated with bebop legend Slam Stewart. 

Tony Marino plays his bass around the world. He began his professional career as a house bassist in many of the clubs and resorts in the Poconos and Catskill Mountains, providing back-up to a myriad of well-known entertainers. Tony performs and tours internationally with the Dave Liebman Group. He plays and records with Broadway's Betty Buckley and with jazz pianist Kenny Werner, and is widely hailed as one of the rising stars of the jazz world. 

Ron Vincent is a native of Rhode Island and a graduate of the Berklee College of Music. He began his career as a professional drummer in Boston, South Florida, and Kansas City before settling in New York City in 1982. A veteran of the New York jazz scene, his most notable credit is his tenure with Gerry Mulligan. Ron was a member of Mulligan’s quartet and the Re-Birth of the Cool Tentet from 1989 until Mr. Mulligan’s passing in 1996. He recorded four CDs with Mr. Mulligan. He has also recorded with jazz greats such as Phil Woods, Lee Konitz, Randy Brecker, Bob Brookmeyer, John Lewis, and Carol Sloane. Ron is a jazz artist/educator for Sabian Cymbals, and has received a National Endowment for the Arts grant for jazz performance. 

On selected engagements (Pinehurst and Clemmons only):

Warren Cooper is a highly regarded vocalist from Philadelphia, PA. He is a vocalist, composer, producer, choir master, music minister, recording artist, and radio broadcaster. The son of a Presbyterian minister, Warren is the founder and host of "Ovations," a weekly Gospel Music program that can be heard on WRTI-FM. Warren has served the Presbyterian Church (USA) at the local and national level. A graduate of Oberlin College with a philosophy major, he also studied Vocal Performance at the Oberlin Conservatory. He has traveled widely in presenting sacred concerts, leading worship seminars, and producing sound recordings. For more information on his music ministry, visit www.musicmediaministry.com. 
